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Jn 14: ID 


Is our conscience 
“always right? 


he Catholic Church teaches that we are bound to 
follow our conscience faithfully in order to come 
to God who is our “last end” (Decree on Religious 
Liberty, 3). In the final analysis, God will judge us 
according to our conscience (cf. Church in the Modern 
World, 16). Conscience, though, is not infallible. It can 
make “erroneous judgments about acts to be performed 
or already committed” (CCC, 1790). Simply put, 
because we are imperfect, our consciences can be 
imperfect. 


The main sources for these erroneous judgments 
are: 


© Ignorance 

© Sin 

© Bad example 

© Lack of conversion 

© Enslavement to passions 


© A sense of moral autonomy 


© A “rejection of the Church’s authority and 
her teaching” (CCC, 1792). 


COMSTOCK 


Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” 
reflects the distressing perplexity of a 
man who often no longer knows who 
he is, whence he comes and where he 
is going. Hence we not infrequently 
witness the fearful plunging of the 
human person into situations of 


gradual self-destruction. 
—Pope John Paul II 


only when we wish to do what is right, that we can 
truly learn what is right. 


2) Trust in God, His Law, and His Church. 
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In difficult matters of conscience, we may be tempt- 
ed to claim that we can decide for ourselves what is 
right and wrong, and that we know better than the 
Bible or the Church. This, though, is arrogance, not 
wisdom. Obeying God's : 
commandments is the | 
way of life that 
Jesus taught us: 
‘If you love 
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me, you will keep my commandments’ (Jn 14:15). Jesus 
also left us the Church as “the pillar and bulwark of the 
truth’ (1 Tim 3:15), and He told us that by listening to 
those who teach in His name, we listen to Him (cf. Lk 
10:16). Along these lines, the Second Vatican Council 
tells us: 

“In forming their consciences the Christian faithful 
must give careful attention to the sacred and certain 
teaching of the Church. For the Catholic Church is by 
the will of Christ the teacher of truth (Decree on 
Religious Liberty, 14). 

The commandments of God and the teachings of 
the Church are not meant to be onerous punishments. 
They are given to us for our ultimate welfare and hap- 
piness. [he God who speaks to us in the depths of our 
conscience is the same God who speaks to us through 
the Bible and the Church. We must make sure we are 
listening to God and not to ourselves. 
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>) Study the Sources of Moral Law. 

If ignorance is one major source of an erroneous 
conscience, moral education is an absolute necessity. 
We grow in our knowledge of the moral law by a 
prayerful study of the Sacred Scriptures, the documents 
of the Church, and the lives of the saints. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church is a very valuable 
resource in this regard, especially Part Three, “Life in 
Christ.’ We should also give careful attention to the 
teachings of the Pope and the bishops, especially with 
regard to current moral issues such as respect for 


SW Productions 


For More Information: 


Catechism of the Catholic Church, Second edition, 
Nos. 1776-1802. 


Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World), Nos. 13-17. 


Dignitatis Humanae (Declaration on Religious 
Liberty), Nos. 1-3 and 14. 7 


John Paul II, Veritatis Splendor (The Splendor of 
Truth), Nos. 54-64. 


William E. May, An Introduction to Moral Theology, 
Second Edition (Our Sunday Visitor Publishing, 2003), 
pp. 57-65; 170-183; 245-286. 


Also see 
WWW.OSV.CcOm 
for additional Catholic resources 
or to order bulk copies of this pamphlet. 
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